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Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office

FROM: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA

RP f u. K. SERVIOE LIAISON STAFF, PRETORIA

18th Aprll, 1952'
25th April, 1952

-—.

No.79 SAVING SECRET

Addressed to Commonwealth Relatlons Offlce No.79
Saving repeated to United Kingdom Service Llalson Staff,
Pretoria, (No.F/600).

My telegram No.76 Saving of 9th April,

SOUTH AFRICAN AIR SQUADRON IN KORLA

Cuff, Defence Secretary; told Rumoold on 16th Aprll
that the Americans have not promised jets to the S.A.A.F. Korea
Squadron st the end of the Jear: but they have promised to
review the position in 3 months' time and the prospects are
that jets will be provided towards the end of the year.

Copy to:= D.I

KOREA DISTRIBUTION
i/Defence(Chiefs of Staff
- Secretariat) Brigadier Newbank
Foreign Office(China and
Korea Dept.) Mr. J.Q. Lloyd

ALLOTTED TO FAR EASTERN DEPT,
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Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office .. (,

N | 5l

FROM: U.K. HIGH’COMMISSiONER IN SOUTH AFRICA(ACTING)

RBTD: U.K. SERVICE LIAISON STAFF, PRETORIA
D:. 9th April, 1952
R: 15th April, 1952

No.76_SAVING fec

Addressed to Commonvealth Relations Office No.
76 Saving, repeated to U,X.Service Liaison Staff, Pretoria. (No EA00)

My telegram Ho,L9 of 1lhth February, paragraph 2.

SOUTH AFRICAN AIR SOUADRON
Tii_KOREA

From Rumbold.

RS . A, R . . . | A

c e When I spoke to Forsyth in accordance with your
telegram Z.170,31 of 31st March regarding provision of
Occupation Forces in Korea after an Armistice, I took the
opportunity of asking him wvhat the present position is
regarding the South African Mr Squadron, I understand the
Air Adviser reported to the air linistry that the Union
Government had. told the United States Government that, owing
to the difficulty of providing their Squadron with jet
aircraft and of providing trained relief aircrews to fly
Mustangs, they would have to stand dovm their Sguadron for
three months with effect from 1st April, TForsyth told me that
in the face of this the United States Government have promised
to provide the South Africay Squadron with jets towards the
end of this year and on ihot underztonding the Squadron has
not been stood dovm. :

Copy to:i-
Dele

KOREA DISTRIBUTION

ALLOTTED TO F.iR EASTERN DEPT.
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SECTET

MESSAGE
(Received by Seoure Means 5th April, 1952)
U.K.S.L.S. PRETORTA
ATR MINISTRY LONDON

ROUTINE - TOP SECRET

ATX,239 April 5

For A,C.A.S. (P) from Crecroft, Reference my ATX,100 March 6.
U.S. Air Attache now informs me policy on grounding squadren
delayed thres repeat three months.

Time of Origin: 0510152
Cepies to:~ A.C.A.8. (P) (ACTION) (3 copics)

Reeirenlated Reglstry Telegrans fpril Oth 1952,
© Authority A /A,0.4.8. (D),
opies tor~ : i -
g . A CoALS.(P) (ACTIUR)Y (2 copies)
P.s.;g.'ov S, :
2.5, /0.8, & 8,
.S, /P.U.S.
P.8,/C.A.8. (2 cogies)
2,8,/V.0. A, 5. i,
2,8,/D,C. A, 8. [}/u‘
P80 /AL 8.0,
A.Co A8, (0FS)
2:.6.0; - .
Dy RL, (AS) (2 copies)
D, CF I'LANS.
5.6-
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 J HESSAGE
(Received By Secure Means)

40th Merch, 1952.

ACe

FROM -~ UKSLS PRETORL..

TO - IR IEINISTRY, LONDON.
FRIORITY TOP SECRET
ATX 100 iR, C6

For feCeieSas (P) FROI CRLCROFT.

L - AT . o gt piAp
The UeSe iir ittache snformed me this morning th;.t the
South ifrican fttache in Waghington on behald of the Scuth ifrican
Government has officially informed thi
that Number Two Squadren SeiielieFe OpET
of 0GS to be grounded for three months with ef
Reasons given arc (a) that the Squadron has not (repeat not) been
re—cquiped with Jet fircraft. (B) With the present high casualty rate
on lustzngs replacement Pilots can not (repeat not) be provided by the

ating in Korea is on the Orders

Unione
Pimo of origin: 061500«
COPIES TO =~ 7uCaleSe (P)(action = 2 copigs).
£5/S of S.
YS/US of S.
FS/P.UdS,
B3/CeinSe (2 covies)e
F8/VeCoitaSe
PS/DeCoireSe
PS/ialSe00
LeCerieSe (ODPS)e
D.Ce0- ( 3(2)
- Do BOLa (i3)(2)_ .o
(1D of Plang.h 7% i
P R T }
: . T

- 37831 /19C,

& .mericon Foreign Under Socrctéry

riot from 31st March, 1952,
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(VI MINISTERIE VAN VERDEDIGING
~ IINISTRY OF DEFENCE. .
' © PRETORTA
3prd July, 1951.

Dear Nr. Shinwell,

I must thank you for your lefter of the
28th ultirmo.

It is unfortunste that you cannot accede to our
request for jet aircraft for our Koresa Squadron.

. We fully appreciate your difficulties, however,
and hope that the optimism expressed in respect of

developments in Kores will be justified.

As T have mode a further statement to the effect
that the Government has decided to re—equi% the
Squadron, I shell, unless & settlement 1n Korea is
arrived at have to approach America to essist us 1n
this matter.

Thne Rt. Hon. E. Shinwell, LLP. /1
TOP SECRET
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~u»2 I have noted the contents of your letter on the
matter of the supply of - jet sircraft to the Soulg
African Air Force and sincerely hope that .the speed
of production will be such that the period, mentiponed
will be considerably reduced. SR PINER

N
iE e
- i ;

i Tne ébhémé‘en?isaged‘for giving South African -

Aircrews practical experience in a theatre they will
have to operate in, will receive my sympathetic - -
consideration. - N

" Yours. sincerely,

ONELIOU) JOYPIN “SUOHIUS3)
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COPY
" 'TOP_SECRET . AT

i B

mmpmﬂjﬁﬁmﬁ;:

"1 undertook to put on record the main points of
talk yesterday about the supply of jet aircraft
to the Union of South Africa.. .. .-.=- 7 -

.3 Pirst, ve heve most’carefully exsmined the -
" :possibility of meeting your Government's wish to *°

scauire & number of (Vempire aircreft; in the very near
future for the ré-equipment of -the South African -

_sauedron now serving in Korea. . I have,- hoviever,” most

regretfully to sey that this could not be done &t
this time without delaying the build-up of the front

~1line squadrons of the R.A.F. in the vital Buropean

‘theatre, thus reducing the strength of the forces
vihich we have cormitted to General Eisenhower's =

. conmand. e feel sure that your Government will agree

with owr view that such action ccould not possibl be
Jjustified in present’ circumstances, and 1magine nat

the Union Goverrment will in any event wish to give

further consideration to the matter inwview of recent
developments in the Koreen situation. - . -- . .
S e /Secondly

Tne Hon. F.C. Erasmus. - _
. TOP_SECRET
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i RNl e AR st .
w2 Secondly,” we fully appreciate the necessity of = -,
providing the South African air force with jet:: !
alrcra;t as early as possible;” in order. thst: th :
may build up,;”at an early date;*squadrons which:. '

would be operating in the Middle East-in war.- We::
are hoping that production will'go well -enough to- -
enable us to begin delivering additional Vampires-:
to South Africa in about eighteen months -from-:now. .
I am afraid, however, that in present circumstances
ve are not able to improve on this. NI

N

SRR e TR e Bk I TR
i Although as you know vie consider that it would
be extremely. valuable if South African squedrons .
could bestatidned in the Middle bHast in pescetime,
we appreciate that if such a plan were accepteble -

to your Government, it could not be put inte effect

-until:sufficient aircraft for these sguedrons had -

been supplied. It has, however, occurred to us that,
in order to’give South African aircrews operational
experience with'jet aircraft in the NMiddle Hast' - ..
theatre in advance .of the time when complete squadrons

could be Formed; it might be possible Tor them to serve in’

that theatre with Royal Air -Force squadrons which will

" be equipped with Vampires as pert of our expansion
- programe. -

This would give the aircrews excellent .
training and' experiente and would also assist the R.AJF.,

- which will be yery tightly stretched Tor airerew during

the next year or two.  The Alr hMinistry is now .. ..
examining in more detail the precticability of a scheme
of thiis kind, and I shall be writing to you further

- about it in due course.”.I should, however,” be most
interested to learn, as soon as you have had time to

give the matter some further thought, wnether you feel
that, provided such &’ scheme could be shown - -to.be ,
practicable, your Government would be prepared to regard
it with Tavour. . -~ - - o L R e
e Yours sincerely, . -
(SGD) E. SHINWELL
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MINUTE SHEET Alr Mlnlstry File No.

- - \A\"\ @E’

S of §. -

'copy t0:~ A.1L.S.0.

You should see ﬂhe at,tached minute from
A, 1..S O on the S Afmcan request for 24 Vamplres

for thelr squadron in Korea.

2. I think you will agres thét it would be

medness still further to wesken our nosition vhen

vie ere already far too veak — i.e, in Europe, in

EA—

order to strengthen the U.N. position in Korea
3 - - vhere alreedy we ere overvhelmingly strong reletive
to the enemy.

3. The logistic troubles of héving yet
; enother British type in Kores vould be serious.

! B If the 8. Africens comment on our having

given the Austreliens lieteors, you could meke tvo
points:- |

‘ : (&) Ve did thst et a tlme vhen the militery

i _position in Koree wviss very serious, . Things
! .

B heve now chenged - end msy chenge still

more sfter llalik's palion d'essei;
“(b) Ve wented to get exverience of leteors in

action. Ve have ¢lreedy some useful

experience vith Vempires in lialaya.
5, In generél it is quite cleer that we
cen not accede to uhe S. Afmcan request.
25th June, 1951. o 0 CLAlS.

(20018) Wt. 12186—120 400x 6,20 G.8.5t.
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C A.S. in hlS mlnut.e ovar'leaf

"S.of S ag‘ ges with th v1ews emessed by

- S. of S assumes t.hat t.he reasons for the

Alr lest.ry being unable to provide these Vamplres
for South Africa will be convayed to the mmstr’y
of Defence.

N

/223~4ua4v

- (T, C G. Jamesk)

26.6.51 - P.5. to . of S.
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' " MINUTE SHEET : Air Ministry File No. i
- C.A.S. A S :
' Copy to D.Pol.(A.S.) A.U.S.(8) £
. C.E.E. - D.0.(®.P.) :

-  D.G.E. ,
|

S

: <. . You have asked me wha
= R.A.F., especially on the bu

t Would be the implications on the
ild up of B.A.F.0., of giving the i

South Africans 24 Vampires now plus 8 spare engines for their § g =
squadron in Korea. . : |
: . t T N
Alrcraft . . ) . . gg
R L G L R R T ag —]
2., . My staff have already given D.Pol.(A.S.) certain informa- 23| &
tion on this subject but the following gives the broad answers, 23 ®
. g W T e T e s el g g T R gs
3, vk ng that the South Africans want this equipmen o 32
within the next six months or 80, the only way of providing them . Se
with the aircraft is to reduce the planned U.E, of one of the g% :
operational Commands, or to reduce the training U.E. by 24 &5 e
aircraft, The following alternative methods have been 5% > o
suggested:~- B ) ) 5% E‘ >
(a) To take 2 Vampire Squadrons out of the front-line, leaving - 1 2y °\° ;;
. Fighter Command with one R,.A.P. Vampire Squadron, or K g2l 2
. ) S ; [CERTN R R E’? 2| a8l
b) To stop the re-arming of 2 Auxiliary Spitfire § uadrons EHNTE
( D g D q H N
(Nos. 603 and 612) due to take Place by mid-July, 1954, EH &)
or - ; og g
: (¢) To cancel the build up to 16 U.E. of 2 squadrons in W §§— ?
R B.A.F.0., due to take place in the December quarter of H EY
| 1951, or : ' - . i g5 |
.t L S5
(d)  To cancel the expansion of one of the above squadrons, zE
and also one squadron in M.E.A.F. due to take place in 58 7
the September quarter of 1951, or 22
(e) To reduce the planned training U.E. of Vampires by 2y, izl —1k
i This would be the equivalent of one 0.C.U.or one A.F.S. ! g8 i
1! L. . . You will note that South Africa are asking for one squadron 4 g N
i of 16 U.E. plus 8 I.R. The 8 reserve aircraft should last about A ] I
i two months at gross war vastage rates in the Ground Attack role; ! g
i subsequent wastage would, presumably, have to be made good by
] further diversions from R.A,F. sources.

5+ . ;. You asked particularly about the position in B.A.F.0..
Four of the existing Vampire Squadrons are still at 8 U.
! instead of 16, owing to shortage of aircraft snd backing. )

: According to present plans they are due to be built up to 16 U.E,
in the December guarter of this year, We have also planned to
form 2 new squadrons of Vampires in B.A.F.0. at 16 U.E. in the _
December quarter of this year but this date has now had to be "
postponed until March 1952 : o

§2$resv and EgﬁimF ent Ba.ckigg ‘
6. % The above broadly
to meet this requirement;
prackups and spares backi
would, I consider,

£54 Jea ey L T e iy 0 o
bresents the effect of supplying airecrarft
* provision of the necessary equipment

ng for this squadron for war

operations -
have an even more serious effect on

(26613) WL 12186—120 400M  §/50 G.5.St.

_ the R.AJF, 3
F The general reason is that we are now trying to maintain-a very i 3
- . . - . : + /much ‘i
S ' %

P b RN e 4 . S i

' £ C GRORLT TR
¢ - - -




' the R.A.F. must reduce 1ts existing and projected front line by

218t June, 1951 c “AM.S.0.

ek ,.xs:feérq‘w‘e"&.v‘ z %%ﬁf’ b, 3 ﬁ;gil-‘-n:—‘ﬂ“".'w- T »'My"
much augmented U.E. of Vampires with the spare engines and:
spares of all ranges originally ordered before the present
expansion was decided upon.™3 .. We still : have to meet the needs
of further expansion in Flying Training Command and the
expansion of the front line referred to above. -
U EE SRR b e R L T S
7.+t De Havillands are seriously behind with the repair of - -
engines and some 160 engines are awaiting repair at the works.’
To date,”;they are about 80 engines behind on their programme of
deliveries and we shall not catch up on this for several months.
Overseas Commands are 55 reserve engines short and home units .
are working without their normal holding of spare engines.: It
is clear, therefore, that any allocation of serviceable engines
for this new commitment would be very serious to the R.A.F.
until De Havillands' repair output catches up in several months'
ti‘ne' . B B . ’ H . o

Gidaeiael

cemem i,

Ui

BRI LaEE e LEALE : > SN S T SR
8. ... As to spares, in addition to the fact that our recently
expanded U.E.- of Vampires is greatly above  what our general
stock was provisioned to support, there is a small range of
items (airframe, instrument and particularly engine spares) -
which are in critical supply and on which we cannot foresee thaf
the position will appreciably improve for several months. . We
are having extreme difficulty* in keeping the present U,E. flying
and the Air Ministry and the Commands concerned are having to
adopt every expediency . to make the avallable resources go as fan
as possible.  : This is already beginning to have an' effect on
flying and it would obviously be unsound to re-arm a squadron
in the Far East on the basis required unless we can send them a
complete supply of everything and meet all their subseguent - .
needs. If, therefore, we are - faced with despatching & packup
of even, say, six months' reguirements behind this squadron, we
should have to give them their proper quota of these critical
items and the effect on all the Vampire Units of the R.A.F.
during this lean period would- be extremely serious and would
lead to an unacceptable degree of unserviceability for several
months to come,

9.- - \le could supply ground equipment for normal malntenance
but we definitely could not supply fourth line servicing equip-
ment and jigs, and major repalrs would have to be evacuated to
the nearest existing base equipped for Vempires and Goblins,
l.e. Singapore.

Exuiosives‘

10.. ..  Another most important point is the supply of 20 mm.,
ammunition., - You will be aware from the reports we have ren-
dered to the : Minister of Defence that we are critically short
of this ammunition.. . We should have to "send at least 500,000
rounds with the South Afriecan packup which would have a
calemitous. effect on our small war reserve which will continue
to shrink until the Royal Ordnance factory at Swynnerton begins
to produce in significant quantities: .-In view of the current
internatimal situation I do not think we can possibly accept
this 1loss of reserve or face this unexpected additional .. .. ..
consumption during the critical months ahead, ..

o - R R e T R T SnaNREg Dt R el
41. %7 I must advise you that if we have to: meet this regquest,
and wish to ensure that our ;. squadrons are at.full effectivenes

4

the equivalent of approximately three full squadrons for a peri
of about six months when we hope the engine ‘and spares tacking
will improve,
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20th l:arch,' 1951, -

S uu.,' tn.m w3 Tor your lm‘.t,or oi‘
the 13th, " I wish I could try out so
Britvish jJota,” otnav titan the .,utuor, 1n
Koran, ~ but IYi afraid 1t don't on, Vs,
i ean't syare thom froc cur own very largo
exnsnuion, pacticularly of our Tactical
Al Yorce unier Lo,  Joeondly 1% sure
Je Africa would 1.01’, ray for then,  Fretorius
is wiong in soying thory are re-cquieping
thety units with mpira V, :‘\.11 i have
done iz order o vory fovw, ani 1 think they
1ive In b deluded ha 3 th‘lb wOoare [,o.'m
o giva thur a 1o mox Yov your ;»r-vlvqtn
eas, thw teounle is bm u thio ‘. Ae 20 V. ara
ndar 3

ARy ant a :..rtlc‘llﬁx""; tonorant
Himata

1% 5o glad the . . hoys aore

4w wsll, L had po i the whiole
o S0 T unvice g ia € naaas tho
lf\,t 13 months or tho v UBTO a

firgs clazs lot.

1'n o grateial for youv sugestion,
i I'ace ol it was an excellent
raid 1t isu't practicable

widiehr oa B
one, but I
at u:‘, ieniha

/1/'}:14 Loty

2 ) k.

Lic;ut‘,enmxt General . Y. Stratonoyor,

The Cowsandlng den:ral,
‘:’ul‘ Last Adr orced,
AVU 28 '3 \.,/0 L\").!U‘.!Jt(.:.,
snn Crauciseo,
California.
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7 AR AG NO. 15720

S e o .T.
ST
SL-H.\J R G
[y i SsiBes
THE COMMANDING GENERAL
‘ FAR EAST AIR FORCES
: APO 925, C/O POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

13 March 1951
Dear Jack, )

. PR = O Syl R R,
o - 48 you know, the T7th Royel Australiasn Air Force Fighter
Squadron is being re-equipped with jJet airplaenes = the Msteor VIII's, . .
That leaves the obher British Commonwealth unit, the South African Air Farce
Squadron, Number 2, which operates under my control, equipped with F-51's,

g e R bt T b i,
: 4. T have just had a talk with the Senior Liaison

Jen Daniel Pretorius and he indicated to ms
his Government in South Africa the re-equipping of the 2d Fighter Sguadron
with the new Vampire Merk V's. He also indicated to me thet the South Afri-
cen Air Force is re-equipping its fighter units with the Vempire Merk V.,
#iiaiis oo I, therefore, suggest to you that it might be possible in your
position as the head of the Roysl Air Force to divert as soon as poasible to
the 2d South Africen Squadron here in the Far East sufficient new Vampires
to equip them in order that they may be tested under combat conditions, -
This South Africen fighter squadron contains the cream of the South African
Alr Force fighter pilots. They were hend picked and are a wonderful group
of gentlemen who have been herd at this air Tighting in Korsa since their

arrival, There is no better operaticnal training wnit in the world than the
United States Far East Air Forces, .

[ Lo

£icer, Colonel
that he has suggested back to

g, ¢

As you kmow, Vandenberg is testing out, wder ny command,

besldes the F-80, the F-84E, the F-86A, and soon, the F-9hA All-Weather
Interceptor.

If I em out of twrn, Jack, in making this suggestion to you,
rlease understand that it is done to improve our fighting ability out here
and to improve the efficiency end better ths eaquirment of the Rritish
Cormonwealth fighter units opsrating under my control.

Bast regards,

Sincerelf,

GEORGE E,. VEYER
. ’ Lieutenant General, U, S, Air Force

Cormanding
Marshal of the Royal Air Force

Sir John C. Slessor, G.C.B., D.S.0., M.C.
Alr Ministry
King Charles Straet
Whitehall, S.W. 1
London, ENGIAND
i
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Copy toi— f.liiia0,

You should see the cttached minute from g
Aoileliele On the 6. ATricen regucst for &4 Vemplres gé‘;
Tor their s.jucdron in Koresa. : §§
Cie I think you will &pres thet it would be %é
modness still Turthor 4o vecken vur position vhen %_é
vo ere olreedy for too wesk - i.e. in Burope, in ég > r':n‘
order to strensthen the U.hi, position iri Koree jd %35 g
vhere alreedy ve ore overvhelninely strong rel:otive %‘3 = ;
to the cnony. gé § %
3 . ire logistic troublcs of heving yet 1 §§
cnother British tyne in Kores vould bo s56rious. ;;_
e If the §. ifricons corsient on our heving ifif o
22
given the rustreliens foteors, you could meke tvo g: 7
points:- ‘3-33, _ |
(&) we did tret ¢t & tinme vhcen the militery 5‘-,«; z
position in Kores vies very sorions, Things %
heve nov chenged - (¥l ney chenge otill -
pore oitor Helik's boellon d'esund;
(b) e wented to geb experlenc. of Peteors in
sction, e heve rlrecdy some usclful
expericnce vith Vimpires in ilclaya.
5. In general, it is uite clecr that ve
con not sccede to the G. African re:uests 1
":‘f“‘:w/‘\rﬁ\y”(‘}\s » ;
SN BTG L Gglae \
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advice

-sent o1

i1 assume that in the light of LM, S.0's
attached, you will agree that we can not 477
neet the couth “ifrican reguest Tor 2l Voupires for

-their Syu-dron in XKoreo. . You will;”"no doubt,” wish

to put this minute to S,of 8.7 through P.U.S. since
S of S, will presumnably expect. to be informed on
this matter, bearing in mind that the llinister of

Defence may discuss it with him.

I am sure that you nre
ienn Sjuacdron in

’ L
Trom South ..

221uda June,
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S I assume that in the light of Sl S.0's
advice cttuched, you 7711l agree that we ean not

neet wth ~Frican reiuest ror 2i Vgupires for
2qu dron in lorec. vou will, no doubt, vish
to put this minute to S,of S.” through P, U.S. since
will preswacbly pect to be informed on

S. of G
this masier, besring in mind that tne llinister of
Defence may Giscuss th him.
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